
 
 
 

 

PRESS RELEASE (EMBARGO: 22 January 2020 07:00) 

New study reveals Europe’s patchwork of policies on cervical cancer prevention is failing 
women who need it most 

 
• Every year, over 25,000 women die from cervical cancer in Europe1 
• HPV vaccine almost 100% effective in in preventing the persistent HPV infections that cause 

cervical cancer2 
• All 46 countries need to do more to put an end to preventable deaths 
• Belgium, Denmark, Ireland and the UK are the policy champions 
• Azerbaijan and Belarus worst performing countries 

LONDON, 22 January 2020 – an atlas that scores 46 countries throughout geographical Europe on 
cervical cancer prevention policy launches today in London. The launch is set during the UK’s Cervical 
Cancer Prevention week and ahead of World Cancer Day on 4 February. 

The rankings, which are based on national cervical cancer screening and HPV vaccination 
programmes as well as online information, reveal a very uneven picture across Europe. 

The European Parliamentary Forum for Sexual and Reproductive Rights (EPF) produced the Atlas, 
supported by experts in cervical cancer and oncology. 

“HPV-related cervical cancer is a preventable and curable disease. It is established that vaccination 
and well-organised cervical screening programmes can reduce cervical cancer incidence and 
mortality and yet some European countries are failing to provide these policies that can truly save 
women’s lives”, commented Neil Datta, EPF Secretary.   

“While effective policies and political will are a crucial step in the right direction, without proper 
implementation of the policies, cervical cancer incidence and mortality rates will still remain high.”  

The Atlas clearly illustrates the issue of healthcare inequality across Europe with eastern and 
southern countries lagging behind in cervical cancer prevention policies, which unfortunately results 
in a disproportionately heavy burden of cervical cancer incidence and mortality in those regions. 

“Nobody should be denied healthcare according to where they live. All European governments need 
to do more to raise public awareness around HPV and cervical cancer to ensure more people are 
vaccinated and regularly attending cervical screening tests. A simple first step is to improve online 
information on HPV and cervical cancer prevention.”  

 

The findings and more information are available at: www.epfweb.org/node/963  

 

Highlights from the findings and key statistics 

Current estimates indicate that every year, 61,072 women are diagnosed with cervical cancer 
and 25,829 die from the disease in Europe.3  

In Europe, cervical cancer ranks as the 9th most frequent cancer among women and the 2nd 
most common female cancer deaths in women aged 15 to 44 years.4  

Belgium, Denmark, Ireland and the UK take the top spot with 100% scores for their cervical 
cancer prevention policies. 

 
1 https://www.hpvcentre.net/statistics/reports/XEX.pdf?t=1578491606227 
2 http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/communicable-diseases/sexually-transmitted-
infections/news/news/2013/04/1-in-100-women-in-europe-will-develop-cervical-cancer  
3 https://www.hpvcentre.net/statistics/reports/XEX.pdf?t=1578491606227 
4 ibid. 
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There is a clear divide between regions, with western and northern Europe ranking higher than 
eastern and southern Europe. 

Fifteen countries have an excellent government-supported website with information on HPV, 
vaccination, cervical cancer and screening. 

European Union Member State Romania ranks among bottom ten countries. 

Azerbaijan comes in last place with no policy recommendation for HPV vaccination and no cervical 
cancer screening.  

Eight European countries do not provide primary prevention to cervical cancer (national policy on 
HPV vaccination). 

Sixteen countries do not provide organised population-based secondary prevention to cervical cancer 
(cervical cancer screening). 

Poland and Russia offer little to no reimbursement for HPV vaccination. 

ENDS 

Who is behind the Atlas? 

This initiative is powered by the European Parliamentary Forum for Sexual and Reproductive Rights 
and a group of experts who designed the questions and structures. 

EPF benefitted from the financial support of MSD to undertake original and independent research 
which is presented in the Atlas. EPF is grateful to MSD and to the numerous expert national 
organisations and individuals who contributed to gathering the data presented in the Atlas. The 
scope and content of the Cervical Cancer Prevention Policy Atlas is the sole responsibility of the 
European Parliamentary Forum for Sexual and Reproductive Rights. 

About EPF: 

EPF is a network of members of parliaments from across Europe who are committed to protecting 
the sexual and reproductive health of the world’s most vulnerable, both at home and overseas. 

Upholding the human rights of women, men and young people has long been a hallmark of European 
states. The EPF network ensures that in Europe’s parliaments, there are decision makers who fully 
understand the importance of gender equality and safeguarding SRHR. Equipped with this 
understanding, they can support these causes in the range of ways available to them as 
parliamentarians.  

Contact:  

For more information, contact Sarah Bedson, EPF Communications and Outreach Officer on 
sarah@epfweb.org or +32 2 500 86 51. 


