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Recent statement of H.E. Aurelijus VERYGA about women who wish to terminate their 
pregnancy during the Covid 19 lockdown 

Dear Sirs,   

As Members of Parliaments from across political parties and Members of the EPF Executive 
Committee, we are greatly alarmed by your recent statement about women who wish to terminate 
their pregnancy during the Covid 19 lockdown whereby media have reported that you stated:” Maybe 
this would be a good time to reconsider such a decision." A lockdown is not a reason to restrict 
women's and girl’s reproductive rights, including the possibility of terminating a pregnancy.  

Abortion is an individual decision for each woman which does not require the approval of politicians 
and, furthermore guaranteed by Lithuanian law. In these difficult times it is improper 
to impose unnecessary restrictions on women’s access to legal health care services particularly when 
these are time sensitive.  

These are challenging and uncertain times for all of us in Europe where we as elected politicians must 
ask our electorate to make difficult and unprecedented sacrifices for the common good. In return, 
our electorate expect us as politicians to live up to our responsibilities to safeguard their rights and 
well-being. This would include recognising that sexual and reproductive health and rights, including 



access to abortion, constitute essential health services and that public authorities, such as your 
Ministry, have a responsibility to ensure women’s access to this essential health intervention.  

We therefore urge the Minister of Health of the Republic of Lithuania to respect the right of women 
to make autonomous decisions about their own bodies and reproductive functions, which are at the 
very core of their fundamental right to equality and privacy concerning intimate matters of physical 
and psychological integrity.  
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